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Minutes
Minutes of Monthly Club Meeting held on 29 September 2021. Held via Zoom.
ATTENDANCE All the meeting was conducted on zoom.
Committee: 9 Members: 29
APOLOGIES: Peter Martin
MEETING OPENED AT 8:05 PM
PRESIDENT’S OPENING REMARKS
The President, Phil O’Loan, welcomed all members to the meeting. He thanked members for joining
the meeting with zoom and commented that the numbers participating are growing. He welcomed Ian
Shinfield to the committee.
MINUTES PREVIOUS MEETING
Matters arising from minutes:
a. Defibrillator - under investigation
Corrections to the minutes: Nil
Moved: Barry Shinfield

Seconded: Lauren Newman

INWARDS CORRESPONDENCE
Phil Virgona – resignation as CMC representative
CMC – new date for Shannons Classic
Elizabeth Hobson – change of address
Council of Heritage Motor Clubs
Doug Fulford, Barry Shinfield, Bill Betts – nomination for life membership
Resignations from Lyndon Hardman, David Perry
John Prentice – offer of magazine to the library, and to volunteer to be on library committee
RMS- historic registration during COVID
CMC - Annual affiliation form with no charges for 2022
Russell Holden – Invitation to HCCA high Wheeler Rally in November
Trood Pratt - request for information on tax returns
OUTWARDS CORRESPONDENCE
Phil Campbell – 50-year certificate and badge
Don Liddle, Jenny Fawbert, Sam Movizio, Judy Grellman, Leon Smith, Mal Lorimer, Adam Marwood,
Steve Fleming, Allen Foy, Kerrie Hughes, Alan Blythe, Phil O’Loan, Bill Bishop, Roger Doughty – thank
you for library donations
Text to Dr Darryl Hodgkinson - thank you
Emails to Lyndon Hardman, Dave Perry
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Doug Fulford, Barry Shinfield, Bill Betts – nomination for life membership was signed by honorary
member so ineligible, requested to reapply
Fee reminders
Trood Pratt – information re tax returns
Proposer: Neil Martin

Seconder: Jenny Fawbert

TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer’s report was tabled.
Balances are:
Ordinary Account

$59,160.98

Building Mainenance Acc.

$13,495.57

Term Deposit 1

$30,734.23

Term Deposit 2

$31,121.44

Income has been received through the membership renewals and rents. Outgoings have been for
postage, printing and, Optus, Saddles refund, Gallagher Insurance for liability and Sydney Water.
Trood Pratt have emailed that the tax returns are being prepared. Thank you to all members who have
paid their membership renewals and completed the Renewal Declaration Form.
Moved: John Wards Seconded: Robert Fordham
MAGAZINE The Editor, Lauren Newman, requested more articles for the magazine.
EVENTS
An invitation has been received from the Easter Show (8-19 April 2022) for a display of up to 30 cars.
Cars need to be at the showground by 7:30 am and will leave after 5:30 and the grand parade. Four
free tickets will be allocated to each vehicle. The display area is 30m x 10m with a picket fence. The
possibility of combining with other car clubs was discussed. If it is wet the event will be cancelled. Three
days need to be nominated. It was noted that the same invitation was sent to about 60 car clubs. John
Wards, Neil Martin, Barry Shinfield, David McCredie, Robert Fordham and Geoff Yeomans indicated
their willingness to participate.
Russell Holden has invited members of VCCA(NSW)Inc to a HCCA High Wheeler Rally to be held in late
November. The date is yet to be confirmed but it is proposed to be 19-26 November. It will be a hub
rally based in Mudgee. Contact Russell Holden for more details.
PERMIT TO MOVE/REGISTRATION
There were no movements and two renewal permits.
Registration Day is to be held on 12 December. Depending on the current COVID restrictions,
arrangements will be made so it is safe.
LIBRARY
With some generous donations, the committee have approved a fund to restore some of the fragile
items. John Prentice has offered some magazines and he has volunteered to join the library committee
when it restarts.
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DATING Nothing to report
MEMBERSHIP No new applications have been received.
Contact details for Max Vormeister were requested as there was no response to email with membership
form sent to him. Please contact the secretary if you can help.
CMC Phil Virgona has resigned as the club representative due to more commitments in the Vauxhall
Club. The President thanked him for his work.
HALL The hall is not being used. Enquires have been received about when the hall will re-open. Robert
Fordham will email all users. When it reopens, a working bee will be organised to clean inside and to
tidy the grounds. Phil requested a copy of the hall’s usage to send out the invoices for the quarter.
WEBSITE Abbey requested that members complete the Vehicle Profile form in Spit and Polish. She will
help with photos. Some photos from 1957-58 (?) Blue Mountains Rally were donated by Scott Davy and
have been loaded onto the website in the gallery: Early Blue Mountains Rallies
GENERAL BUSINESS
1. 1&2 Cylinder National Rally 2021 and 2022 - Robert Fordham
With COVID lockdowns in the country communication is difficult with local councils. Robert now has a
contact with the National Trust in Sydney. The budget is completed. Entry forms will be available early
next year.
2. New CMC Representative
A volunteer is needed to take Phil Virgona’s place. Phil outlined the duties – meetings are held are bimonthly at Strathfield Golf Club, and are about issues relevant to car movement. Let the president know
if you are interested.
3. RMS Registrations
Phil clarified the situation: If the vehicle is on a logbook, the vehicle can be used for essential services if
the logbook is filled in. If the vehicle is not on a logbook, it may not be used at all. New registrations are
not deemed as essential. Renewals are deemed as essential and with a pink slip can be processed at
the local RMS but the preferred option is to post it. Club inspections can be conducted at commercial
premises and must comply with health and travel restrictions. There must be no socialising. As long as a
vehicle is not driven the owner has 3 months to have the vehicle registered. There was a discussion
about the registration of Terry Lyness’ Talbot. The RMS is hoping to expediate new registrations when it
is possible.
4. Barry Shinfield’s Talbot
The Talbot clutch has been with Leon McGuire since the beginning of July so he is unsure when it will
be back on the road.
5. Restoration of 1908 Vauxhall
Peter Weir with slides described the restoration of his 1908 Vauxhall, the first Vauxhall made in 1908 so
it an extremely rare and valuable car. The president thanked Peter for his presentation and members
showed their appreciation with a round of applause. A recording of Peter’s presentation will be loaded
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onto the website.
MEETING CLOSED AT 9:25PM.
Phil O’Loan

Louise Yeomans

President

Secretary

President’s Report
By Phil O’Loan

Covid lockdown restriction have made it almost impossible to enjoy our cars over the past few months,
however with the huge leap in vaccinations recently there seems to be a light at the end of the tunnel.
Decision makers are indicating that many movement and assembly restrictions may be lifted in October.
Hopefully this will mean returning to some level of normal and allowing us to interact with fellow club
members on future events.
On a personal note, with overseas travel restrictions potentially easing, my wife Terri and I hopefully will
be visiting our Daughter Ashley and our three grandchildren in Singapore. It will be almost two years
since we have seen them other than over a computer screen. All I can say is if possible get vaccinated so
the country can open up again.
As you are aware the Clubs premises have been off limit to our regular tenants over the past few
months, as a result the clubs income has suffered. It is very fortunate that the clubs financial reserves has
cushioned this impact and we remain in a very strong financial position. In the future it will be interesting
to see if all the tenants once restrictions ease, will return to face to face club meetings or continue on
their now established Zoom meetings. All I can say is there is nothing like catching up with fellow
members face to face and I hope that the other car club tenants feel the same way.
I look forward to catching up with you personally in the near future.

Editor’s Report
By Lauren Newman
Thank you to the members who have contributed to Spit and Polish this month. At the meeting I
mentioned that unless people sent me articles there would be pages coming out of the magazine thankfully some of our regular contributors have come through once again so thank you to those
members!
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I write this on the day that NSW has reached 70% double dose for our vaccination rate which means
that we are well on the way to finally getting back to being out in our cars again. So with only one
magazine to go for the year, there is now NO EXCUSE not to write about your first outing in your car
post-lockdown!! I look forward to an inbox full of articles come November.
Looking forward to seeing you all in person again soon. Stay safe and happy reading.

Sydney Royal Easter Show 2022
Your Car Club has been selected to display our Veteran Vehicles at the Sydney Royal Easter Show on
Monday 11th April 2022 at Sydney Olympic Park.
The vehicles will be securely on display in the showground for the day, which will end with a parade in
the afternoon prior to our departure.
Vehicles will need to arrive at the venue by 7:30am, with the day set to finish around 5-5:30pm
following the parade. Trailer parking is available should members need it.
In return: The closest carpark you can get to Sydney Olympic park, and 4 entry tickets per vehicle to the
Sydney Royal Easter show for that day. Free parking and free entry!
In the event that the weather forcast looks poorly for the 11th, the display will be cancelled in the
24-48hours prior, in which you will be notified.
So grab the kids or grandkids (the date is in school holidays) and bring your vehicle to the Easter Show.
There is a limit of 30 vehicles so first in, best dressed.
Express your interest by emailing Graeme Newman who can also provide additional information.
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2022 Premier Event
Blackheath NSW. 11-13 March 2022

The new “Premier Rally” will be the rally where the traditional trophy winners will be decided, as per
the ‘Blue Mountains Rally’ of the past. This rally will move around but next year it will be based in
Blackheath in the Blue Mountains.
It is proposed to run as a hub rally based at the Redleaf Motel in Blackheath, where there is plenty of
trailer parking, with the option to drive up on Friday from a start mid morning in Western Sydney
(someone suggested we should start the “Premier” rally in “Kingswood”!! A guy called Ted
Bull…..something!)
A short local shakedown run will be held on Friday afternoon, the main and competitive run on
Saturday will travel into the Megalong Valley or the Hartley Valley depending on catering. (I promise no
more than 11kms on the GWH with the second option, zero with the first). On Sunday there will be a
morning run. Accomodation can be one or two nights.
I have driven the single cylinder Rover in and out of the Megalong Valley on the 1986 Blue Mountains
Rally, so it is suitable for ALL VETERANS, and we came up the back way from Hartley to Mount Victoria
on the 2004 50th Anniversary Blue Mountains Rally.
Calling for Expressions of Interest at this stage. Please email mjg12@bigpond.com with
- Name
- Email address
- Phone number
- Vehicle
- Year
Numbers will be limited to 30 entries or restricted as per COVID guidelines if applicable.
Thank you,
Malcolm Garthon
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VCCA (NSW) Vehicle Facts
Supplied by Louise Yeomans
Why your veteran is likely to be unique within VCCA(NSW)Inc!
There are about 300 vehicles listed with members names in the VCCA(NSW) members’ roster. The
number is not accurate as some vehicles are shared, some have changed ownership recently, and some
are unknown as they are not listed so are unable to be included in the count. Of the vehicles listed
there are cars, motor bikes, lorries and one bus. Of those listed, 90 different makes of cars are
represented and 114 of the vehicles are unique for the make and the year of manufacture.
Can you guess the most commonly owned cars? Yes, Model T Ford (15%), followed by Talbots (7%) and
equally Hupmobile and Overlands (6%). Some of the rarest by make and year are AKD, American
Underslung, Ariel, Armstrong Whitworth, Arno, Belsize, Benz, Black, BSA, Carbine JAP, Chalmers,
Chandler, Empire, Galloway, Grant, Harley-Davidson, Hispano Suiza, Holsman, Hurtu, IHC Buggy, Kerry
Abingdon, Le Zebre, Little Giant, Martini, Minervette, Monroe, Morris, New Imperial, Orient Buckboard,
Paige, Panhard et Levassor, Rambler, Reliable Dayton, Saxon, Sizaire Naudin, Stanley, Star, Swift,
Thomas, Turicium and Vinot et Deguingand.
The oldest car is a 1901 De Dion and there’s an early Thomas 1902. The most represented years are
1911 (14%), 1913 (13%), 1912 (11%) – the boom years of Australian wool! Apparently, Australia and
Argentina were the two wealthiest countries in the world and imported the finest things including
expensive cars. The advent of the WWI slowed down trade so there are declining numbers of vehicles
dating from 1914-1918. Only 9 cars manufactured in 1918 are listed in the roster.
So far only 30 different makes appear in the Vehicle Profile page on the website. Your challenge is to
share your veteran with us as so many are unique!
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Remembering Kevin Hutchinson
A friend and former member. By Max Burke
Joan and I knew Kevin long before he became a veteran car enthusiast.
He was a local speed demon in his A40 sport and Pat the girl he married used to borrow her father’s
new Vauxhall to take her sister to the library. But as the song says she forgot all about the library like
she told her old man now and went straight to the speed tests out of town. She beat all of the boys
except Kevin and later told Joan, I had to stop and wait for him I was so far in front.
Soon they were married and pooled their money and bought a haulage truck. Kevin became a teamster
hauling any loads that would earn him a living working day and night. It was whilst racing to set a new
daily bag that he lost control of his truck and suffered a serious accident, the injuries from which left him
to walk with a limp for the rest of his days. The tow truck business was becoming the thing to be in. On
gaining inside Police accident reports the thing was to race to the spot with the truck to gain the
salvage of the wreck and perhaps a commission from a repairer.
Kevin also built a four wheel car trailer to bring in small jobs and to hire out to persons needing to move
a car. Pat was working on the NRMA counter at the Motor Works with Joan and soon convinced Kevin
to invest in a veteran car and go on outings with our Newcastle group which they joined. Soon they had
an Overland, a 17 or 18 and Kevin was rebuilding it as it was an older restoration and not entirely
reliable, it caught fire on one of our first tours! He had found another one the same with extra parts, so
he picked that lot up as well. He had the Overland running reliably but wanted a real veteran so he
went to Qld and bought from a member there a partly restored Itala of say 1912. As Kevin and his son
Tony, an electrician, started to work on the Itala they found so many things that they thought were
done, were wrong so many phone calls went by to the seller who offered to take back the vehicle and
refund the purchase price, but Kevin pointed out, we have done quite a lot of work since buying it so
we would be well out of pocket. In a case of like it or lump it well be lumpin’ it.
I remember resizing a set of wheels to fit his hubs so the Itala would be on its wheels. Then they bought
an early Ford T truck which could be driven if you were game enough. The next thing they bought was
an early 1950s Leyland Beaver Truck with enough work needing to be done to take the rest of Kevin’s
life. A motoring enthusiast whilst his health allowed it his greatest passion was collecting ancient petrol
bowser pumps and restoring them for the museum that they built at son Tony’s home. A masterpiece
of early motor garage contents, whatever you can remember from an old time motor works it is here
and all set out clean and tidy. Kevin had a skill that held us in envy. He loved swap meets and we might
meet him carrying some prised part that we had passed up because it was too expensive @$ 150. No
no no says Kevin I got him down to $30. Just what we want for Tonys Museum. And do you know just
what it is says we. Well, its a booster that boosts the magneto spark. It was a Bosch auxiliary coil for a
two spark magneto. Our private joke. We often called Kevin ‘Booster’ after that incident.
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Because he was working a seven-shift roster with his truck in the open cut he was unable to attend our
meetings and outings with any certainty and just drifted away from our group. He told me he had
joined the Broom Factory group nearby to his home , a group catering for many vehicles under the 30
year rule. Although suffering Diabetes for some time he became more and more immobile and was
receiving nursing care when pneumonia took his life last week. COVID restrictions mean we will not be
allowed at his funeral on Tuesday next.

The COVID lockdown tour
By John Burke
The first day of spring dawned bright and warm so why not go on a run to the dam for lunch in the
veterans. I hear you say but what about the lockdown, well as Kelly and I now live on the property with
Max and Joan it was just a matter of assigning the easiest cars to drive to the girls and head to the dam
at the bottom of the property for lunch with morning tea on route under the gum trees.
Mum and Kelly soon had a picnic morning tea and lunch organised, Dad and I decided as some of the
cars and bikes had not been out of the shed for some time that all the veterans in the collection should
be used as we were not going out side the boundary of the property.
After starting all cars and bikes we assigned drives and after some ferrying of cars we arrived at the
morning tea stop. As we could see the dam we decided to stay at morning tea and have lunch then tour
to the dam and back to the sheds after lunch. By three o’clock all vehicles were again placed in there
respective positions and covered up again until next time or even better when we can join our friends
and tour with them. In all thirteen veterans attended.
Just a bit of fun whilst in lockdown. (We are fortunate to live on 20 acres).
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Events Calendar
Club Events

All listed events are scheduled pending potential COVID
restrictions that may be in place at the time. Please contact the
organiser of the event if in doubt of the event occuring.

OCTOBER
Saturday 9th

Southern Highlands Motor Festival - Bowral. Contact Graeme Newman for
details

Tuesday 19th

Newcastle Branch Meeting - Westlakes Mining Museum, Teralba. 7:30pm

Thursday 28th

Monthly Club Meeting - 134 Queens Road, Canada Bay. 8:00pm. TBA if
being held via zoom or at the clubrooms - see Friday’s Fact and Fiction for an
update closer to the date.
Guest Speaker: Richard Lane - Getting the 1906 Talbot on the road!

NOVEMBER
Sunday 7th

Sydney North Breakfast Run - Brooklyn. Contact Louise Yeomans for any
additional information.
Brooklyn Oval, opposite the school. Plenty of room for social distancing.
Meeting around 9am. BYO everything.

Tuesday 16th

Newcastle Branch Meeting - Westlakes Mining Museum, Teralba. 7:30pm

Thursday 25th

Monthly Club Meeting - 134 Queens Road, Canada Bay. 8:00pm

Friday 19th-26th

Invitation Event: HCCA High Wheeler Rally, Mudgee NSW (proposed dates)
Contact Russell Holden for further information.

Application for membership
Paolo Piccione
Leichhardt, NSW
1916 Overland
Paolo has purchased a 1916 Overland, previously owned by Bob Duffy.
Proposer: Bob Duffy

Seconder: Graeme Newman

Voting on the above application will take place at the November meeting.
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Major Events
NOVEMBER 2021
Monday 22nd - 26th

National Highwheeler Rally - Mount Gambier, South Australia
Enquiries: Noel and Sue Holbrook

MARCH 2022
Friday 11th-13th

2022 Premier Event - Blackheath, NSW
See page 8 for details. More information to come.

APRIL 2022
Monday 11th

Sydney Royal Easter Show Display - Sydney, NSW.
*Entry Required*. See page 7 for details. Enquiries: Graeme Newman

Wednesday 20th-23rd Brush National Rally
*Postponed from 2021* Contact Alan for an entry form
Enquries: Alan Miller (0417 283 897)

MAY 2022
Sunday 8th - 14th

National 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally - Narrandera NSW
Event information available on the VCCA NSW website including EOI form.
Enquiries: Robert Fordham

SEPTEMBER 2022
25th Sept -1st Oct

National Model T Ford Rally 20T2 Dubbo
www.modeltfordclubnsw.org.au

OCTOBER 2022
Sunday 23rd - 28th

National Veteran Vehicle Rally - Busselton W.A
Enquiries: Peter and Pauline Hume

Resignations
David Perry
Lyndon Hardman
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Sidelights
By Jenny Fawbert
I spend many hours each week researching vehicles and motoring in Australia pre-WW2, especially the
veteran and vintage years. In the course of my automotive history work I frequently come across photos
that, being a compulsive information hunter-gather, I can’t resist looking into a little bit further for the
history that goes with the photo, in other words the photo’s sidelights, i.e. some extra information that
helps understand something in a new light, and not the smaller lights fitted on the front of a car. Some
of these sidelights I thought I’d share with you.
Three cars at an intersection
I knew the first car was a Star, but it was
the other two cars that intrigued me
when I found this photo. The names
pressed in the radiator shells were
almost clear, as was the scroll on the
third cars radiator - could it be Spereer
or something like it, Bruckmaster maybe?
With such obscure names it was to my
elderly but reliable Georgano’s
Encyclopedia that I turned to and
running through the spelling options I

Group of people with three open cars /Albert Jones.
quickly http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/43075

came up with Sperber and Brennabor. Then
having those unusual names, a Google search took me to the ever-informative Surrey Vintage Vehicle
Society webpages and confirmation from our UK and Continental colleagues (https://www.svvs.org/
help118.shtml)

that the cars were indeed a Sperber and a Brennabor. So, the cars are a c.1912 STAR,

c.1913 SPERBER, 1911 BRENNABO.
Sperber, a German make, were sold by Australian Motors and were exhibited by them at the 1912
Melbourne Motor Show (https://collections.museumsvictoria.com.au/items/1517807). By 1913 Storey’s Garage of
West Brunswick were the Sole Agents for Sperber and Schneider cars. They advertised a 1913 Sperber,
latest torpedo body, smartly finished and fully equipped for £375. Another ad. noted that the 1913
Sperber were “noiseless, chain driven”.
Brennabor safety bicycles, also from Germany, had been available in Victoria from the late 1890s so the
name was not unknown among the cycling and motoring fraternity. Sold here, as in the UK, as Brenna
cars, the Glenferrie Motor Garage was the Victorian importer in 1912. Glenferrie advertised that “A
12/14 h.p. Brenna (Standard Chassis) won the 76 m.p.h. Handicap at Brooklands, at an average speed
of 59 m.p.h. In the Imperial Automobile Club of Germany Reliability Trial, three Brenna Cars were
awarded the gold medal; distance covered in trial - 1,000 kilometres -under most exacting conditions.”
In 1912 Glenferrie took delivery of their first shipment of Brenna cars, just in time for them to be
displayed at the September 1912 Melbourne Motor Show. (https://collections.museumsvictoria.com.au/items/
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1518046)

There was a suggestion on the SVVS in their notes to the photo of the three cars that the photo may
have been taken in New Zealand. I’m not sure why they assert this as the image comes from a
substantial collection from the camera of Albert Jones, there is no indication I could find that Jones
went to New Zealand. Jones, 1879-1956, was an orchardist from “Golden Glen” farm at Wattle Glen,
Victoria. He created hundreds of photos on glass negatives of people, events, scenery, vehicles and
birdlife in the Diamond Valley area. Over 1,000 negatives were found in his old darkroom when A J
Spark bought “Golden Glen” farm house from Jones’ widow in the 1970s. Today, saved as the Spark
Collection, Jones’ photos are digitised, catalogued and accessible online at the State Library of Victoria,
search under “Albert Jones” (https://www.slv.vic.gov.au)
Sidelights to a sidelight - Albert Jones apparently had a nice De Dion roadster:

Above images online at State Library of Victoria (http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/43068) and (http://
handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/43119).

Among Jones’ photos is this trio of cars at a community gathering: (http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/43074)

Left to right: Ford, unkown, Vauxhall
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And this very good photo of a c.1914 Hupmobile and
1914 Studebaker - possibly at a community event
during WW1 for perhaps Red Cross Day or celebrating
Armistice or the return of local “diggers”. (http://
handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/462447).

Images held by State

Library of Victoria

A De Dion - The Hinder photo
This photo is credited to M C Hinder, Dr H Critchley
Hinder’s son, born 1902, so likely young Hinder was
the donor of the photo, unless Dr Hinder kept the car
for a few years. Dr Hinder was among the earliest
6 hp De Dion Bouton - Sydney, NSW Image held by

Sydney motorists, joining the Automobile Club in

the State Library of New South Wales (https://

November 1903, and listed as a Founder member. His

search.sl.nsw.gov.au/permalink/f/1cvjue2/ADLIB110305985)

vehicle then was a 16 hp Darracq, valued at £650, a 5passenger tourer with a full hood and very powerful

acetylene lights, a set of kerosene lights were carried as a standby.
Hinder made some creditable early long-distance drives, sometimes in the company of Dr John I C
Cosh, an owner of a De Dion. In March 1905 Hinder’s Darracq was taken by coastal steamer to
Newcastle to meet Doctors Hinder and Cosh, who’d travelled up on the overnight train. They were then
driven, by Mr. Mole, to Taree, via Gloucester they leaving Newcastle at 6am and arriving at Taree at
3.30pm to consult with the local doctor on a serious medical case. In mid-1905 Hinder drove 3
companions on a 900-mile 7-day trip from Sydney to Singleton, Tamworth, Glen Innes, Grafton, Port
Macquarie, finishing at Newcastle where the car was shipped back to Sydney by steamer.
By July 1905 Dr Hinder owned 2 cars, he entered an unnamed 2 cylinder 10 hp car in the Autombile
Club’s Hill Climb. Could this be the De Dion in Hinder’s photo, but the library catalogue for the Hinder
photo says it’s a 6 hp De Dion. So, could the photo be of Dr Cosh’s first car, a 6 hp De Dion?

Dr J I C Cosh’s First De Dion. Images held by University of Wollongong Archives
(https://archivesonline.uow.edu.au/nodes/view/8614) (https://archivesonline.uow.edu.au/nodes/view/8612)
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Motor tricycles
Quite a few of our earliest motorists began their motoring adventures on motor tricycles. As many were
already keen bicyclists taking up motor tricycles was a big step, what was somewhat daunting though
was the difficulty of obtaining the earliest trikes in Australia, even when the prospective rider had the
means financially. Good period photos of local motor tricycles are few and far between, but often the
ones that can be found reveal some interesting histories. Like this motor tricycle from Singleton, NSW.

Mr.Waterhouse had first motorcycle that came to Singleton. Image State Library of NSW
(https://search.sl.nsw.gov.au/permalink/f/1cvjue2/ADLIB110309919)

J.W.B. Waterhouse, 1862-1954, came to Australia in1885. He trained as a mechanical engineer and set
up business in Singleton where he was noted as “An expert engineer and metalworker, at different
times he made crankshafts and parts for cars, axles, sewing machines, clocks, watches, separator parts
and bicycles, all with the skill of a craftsman”... during WW1 “when Ford car coil tremblers were tipped
with platinum, which rose to £32 an ounce, Mr. Waterhouse worked out a metal of his own to replace
the more costly material. This was distributed throughout Australia and New Zealand, but unfortunately
he had failed to take out patent rights or he might have amassed a fortune.”

1

In 1902 he constructed the first motor vehicle seen in Singleton. A three-wheeler fitted with a two
horse-power Clement Garrard engine, it could attain a speed of 20 miles an hour and had a cane seat in
front for Mrs. Waterhouse.
The motor tricycle, which at first caused a sensation in Singleton and Maitland, was by 1954 in the
museum of Larke, Neave & Carter, Sydney. One wonders where the Waterhouse tricycle is now, and has
its forecar wicker work seat survived too - what did Larke Neave Carter, or maybe Larke Hoskins, do
with it after its last press mention in 1954? It is apparently not in the collection of the Museum of
Applied Arts and Sciences, and my request in the VMCC’s DripFeed journal last year did not turn up
any clues either. Anyone know where it is?

17

October 2021

George Campbell - 1909 Argyll, and a
mystery movie
By Graeme Newman
During September we received an enquiry through the Club Website with regards to the late George
Campbell and his 1909 Argyll. The enquiry was from his daughter Leonie Pinch. She is hoping someone
in the Club may have some
information as to the history of
the Argyll prior to her father
owning it.
George was a very early member
of the Club (membership #25)
and attended the first couple of
‘veteran car’ events held in
Sydney. George and the car are
mentioned in two articles written
by former member John Hughes,
which appear on our website:
‘Sydney’s First Ever All Veteran
Run 4/5/54’ and ‘Genevieve Rally

Images from website showing George Campbell’s Argyll leaving Brown’s
Wharf on ‘Sydney’s First Ever All Veteran Run’

1954’.
It appears George was a regular participant in many events throughout the 1960’s and is listed in club
membership directories in the early 1970’s.

The Argyll was entry number 13 in the 1966
Blue Mountains Rally. I believe this photo may
be at the starting point in Centennial Park.
Leonie told me, “.. in the photo I was in the
back seat with the scarf. I was about 17. That
year my boyfriend Philip, now husband of 53
years and I followed in Phil’s Morris. We
stayed at an old, I suppose you would call it a
B&B. It was so funny though; it was a hotel
that also housed permanent residents. It was
a bit like Faulty Towers.”
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George and members of his family had planned to participate in the Club’s Silver Anniversary Tour in
1979, being listed as entry number 19, sadly however he passed away in February 1979. Other
members of the family took the car on the event.
The car remained in the family for some years but has since been sold to its new owner in England. Both
Leonie, and the current owner, would be interested to know of any history of the car prior to it being
acquired by George Campbell, presumably in the early 1950’s.
If anyone has any ideas about the history of the Argyll, can they either contact Louise Yeomans or
me and we will either pass on the information to Leonie or pass on the contact details.
Leonie also enquired if anyone in the Club had any knowledge of a movie that was filmed around about
1954 or 1955 in which various club cars were used. As Leonie was quite young at the time, she only has
vague memories of the event. She had the idea the filming was done somewhere in the Liverpool area.
Leonie has quite a few photos of the day, which are very interesting and feature a number of the cars
that were involved in the Club at the time. One of the photo’s is of Keith Holmes Albion Lorry with Keith
driving and a young Rod Holmes as passenger.
As Keith recalls, the filming was done somewhere in the Berkshire Park area with the story being about
an early 1900’s farming family. He doesn’t think it ever made it to the big screen.
The following photos are some of those Leonie sent me. I have attempted to identify the vehicles as
best I can, however my efforts may not be entirely accurate. Again, if anyone can assist with further
details about the cars, or where they are now, please let me know. As with many of the early Club
records, the year models may not be correct. Several of the cars are displaying the first car badge the
Club had – an oval shaped cast badge.

Left to right:
1908 Renault (4 cylinder) - D. Ney
1908 Vulcan - John McLean - one of the Club’s Foundation Member’s and President 1956-1958
1909 Argyll - George Campbell
1910 Napier - Brian Marsland
1908 F.L - Bill Daly - another of the Foundation Member’s and President 1954-1956
1912 Detroit Electric - Geoff Hancock
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Top: A bit closer photo of the
same cars
Above: 1909 Argyll - George
Campbell driving with Leonie and
her brother Ian in the rear seat note the car is without a radiator
badge
Right: Leonie recalls that during
the day, another of the club
members gave George a radiator
badge that they had found whilst
bushwalking - on another day at
another location. It would also
appear plate ‘1253’ was added for
the occasion
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It looks like the cameras are rolling
Left to right:
Detroit Electric
Argyll
1911 Le Sebre - Barry Perdriau

1910 Napier
and
1906 Talbot Don Hope

Model T Ford and 1908 F.L: The
‘farmer’ is holding a piston in his
hand - presumably part of the
script and just one of those
problems faced by a 1900’s farmer
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Some sort of mishap involving the Bedelia, with the FL stopped along side - another of the difficulties
confronting our farmers?

Thankfully it survived! 1908 Bedelia which was later owned by Jim Turner, however I am not sure if he
was the owner at the time.
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1908 Albion Lorry Keith Holmes with Rod
Holmes as passenger

I asked Keith Holmes about the
‘modern’ truck used to transport
the Albion. He replied: “Dad
bought it second hand from a
farm near Taree about 1950. I
think the truck would have been
late 1930s. It was the worst truck I
ever drove - crook steering and
poor brakes. Dad sold it in mid
1950s and bought a secondhand
diesel Austin that stayed in the
family for 20 years”.
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Classifieds
Please note ALL ADS MUST include the price and if you wish ONO. Advertisements will only run for 3
months then will be removed unless requested otherwise

FOR SALE: 1908 FIAT 12-14HP Tipo 1
This car is one of over 1600 made by FIAT between 1908
and 1910. Many saw service in Paris and London as taxis.
They were the first FIATs to employ monobloc engine
construction.
Originally restored in the 1970s by Ben Bronk who, at the
time, had a small museum at Watson’s Bay. The car
carries a brass plaque on the firewall “VCCA Veteran of
the Year 1975/76”. The history prior to Ben’s ownership is
unknown.
The car was purchased, from Ben, by VCCA member, Jim
Eisenhauer in 1976 and I purchased the FIAT in 2008
from Jim. At that time, it had not been on the road for 20
years.
Since purchase, the FIAT has undergone a
comprehensive list of re-restoration activities, including
an engine rebuild by Dave Moor in 2010. The leather
upholstery is assumed to have been completed at the
time of original restoration and is excellent. A new canvas
hood has been fitted with a removeable canvas tonneau
fitted to the rear body well.
The car has been repainted and finished with pinstriping
The FIAT runs 810x90 Rudge Whitworth powder-coated
wire wheels. Also included are 2 spare powder-coated
wheels. Of the 6 wheels, 4 are fitted with new tyres.
The FIAT has proven reliable and, in recent years, has
been a participant in National Veteran Rallies at
Shepparton, Ulverstone and Forbes.
Price $62,000
Jeff Palmer
Newcastle NSW 0427965934
jasper.1912@bigpond.com
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FOR SALE: 1913 16/20 HP Wolseley
Anybody looking for a future project?
Unfinished restoration. This car has been under restoration for over 35 years.
Would love to see project finished.
If you are interested in taking this project on, please contact Ian Streatfeild on 0488 248 177
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